
Fellowship Baptist Church, October 5, 2014—PM 

Message: “The Suffering Church”-- Revelation 2:8-11 

 

INTRODUCTION: Review: 

The churches are representative of: 

 1.  Churches then in existence. 

 2.  Churches in all ages. 

 3.  Individuals in all churches. 

In the letter to each church there is a four point outline: 

 1.  A reference to the vision of Christ in ch. 1. 

 2.  A commendation to the church. 

 3.  A condemnation of the church. 

 4.  A promise to the conqueror. 

The church of Smyrna: v. 8-11 (The name comes from the word myrrh, a perfumed oil.) 

  

I.  The vision of Christ:-v. 8 

 A.  “The First and the Last”—Christ is the authority.—Isa 41:4; Matt. 28:18 

 B.  “Was dead and is alive”—Rom. 6:9-10 

  1.  Christ suffered for us and won the victory. 

  2.  Christ is able to give His people the victory.—Phil. 4:13;  

 

II. The commendation to the church: v. 9-10 

 A.  They worked hard for the Lord in the midst of persecution. 

  1.  “I know thy works”—I Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:7-1 

  2.  “Tribulation”—We will have tribulation in the world. 

   —John 16:33; II Tim. 3:12; Rom. 8:37-39 

  3.  “Poverty”--they had lost much for the service of the Lord. 

         (They were rich in the things of God.  They had laid up treasures in 

    heaven!) 

 B.  There were many who would apostatize from the faith. 

  1.  Jews who forsook God and served idols. 

  2.  Salvation is a matter of the heart not nationality.—Rom. 2:28-29 

 C.  We are not to fear the future.—v. 10 

  1.  Do not fear man but fear God.—Mark 10:28; Deut. 31:6 

  2.  Suffering will end.—“ten days”—II Cor. 4:17; I Peter 5:10 

 

III.  The condemnation of the church: None 

 

IV.  The promise to the conqueror: v. 11  “Will not be hurt of the second death”. 

 A.  Salvation has been tested and found to be genuine. 

 B.  Will not take part in the second death. 

 

CONCLUSION: Suffering purifies the church.  Suffering separates the real from the 

imposters and the genuine from the false. 


